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lONG AGO, oUR 
COUNTRY FACED A 

SEVERE DROUGHT...

we CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE 
DAY FOR THE spirit TO 

RETURN...

BUT ME? I COULD 
CARE LESS ABOUT 
SOME DUMB MYTH 

however, 
things 
turned 

sour. THE 
WATER 
SLOWLY 

STOPPED 
COMING 
because 

the 
upstream 
people 

took all 
the water

talks of 
a water 
war have 

been 
going on 

ever 
since i 

was born

UNTIL ONE DAY, A MYSTERIOUS 
water spirit  APPEARED AND 

BROUGHT RAIN, saved us

And prospered to become 
the fitoria kingdom

eventually, some of my 
village moved to build 

another village upstream. 
we were going to build a 

bigger empire.

Liars! The 
rivers come in 
dirty and dry!

We have been 
following the treaty 

and keeping to our 
promise.

NOW YOU 
DON'T SAY THAT! 

THE spirit OF 
WATER WILL BE 

ANGERED

bUT MOM, A PERSON 
CAN'T make IT RAIN. 

tHAT'S JUST NOT 
SCIENTIFICALLY 

POSSIBLE



I decided to join the army to fight 
against the upstream people this 

year.

Today’s mission: border security. I am going with 
my best friend and colleague Nina. My name is 

elfrida, 18 
years old. Yes, but every 

time I come 
the upstream 
people seem 
to be doing 
everything 

right…

Hm, I wonder why 
we’re so unwanted

Have you been 
to the border 

Nina? 

They must be 
hiding 

something. 
There’s no way 

the water 
comes in so 

dirty

Don’t 
look at them, 
get away.they 

bring 
misfortune.

I thought that 
when we arrived, 
they would be 

happy to see us. 
After all, we were 
going to punish the 
upstream people 
for not keeping 

their promise. But 
when I got 

there...

they wanted 
nothing to 
do with us

Hi! I’m 
elfrida. I’m 

here on border 
security, seems like 

I have a lot of 
work to do 

here

Those 
horrible up-

streamers.  what’s 
your name?

i decided to go to the river 
to scout the area while 

Nina went to check in at the 
base.

This is 
horrible!

…



Aren’t we 
here on the 

map?

That’s none of 
your business, and this 

river is none of yours too! 
The last time you guys were 
here you ruined the other 
branch of the river! don’t 

come and ruin this side 
too.

Where’s your 
map?

Other 
branch of the 
river? Isn’t 
this the only 

river? And What 
do you mean we 
did it? Isn’t this 

water coming 
from 

upstream?

You’re 
from the 

military and this 
is your map?!

We are 
here. This dirty 
stream comes 
from our own 

borders.

This is 
the place your 

map points to. You 
need to map out the 
entire map of water 

flows better. That is 
called a watershed. The 

flow of water that 
comes from upstream 

is clean. The dirty 
water is coming 
from another 

source. 

How come we 
aren’t mapping 
the rest of the 

streams?



Right now we are at this 
second order stream.

Based on the map, the 
water is coming from 
our own borders. Did 
you know 1st and 2nd 

order streams make up 
for 70% of the water 

supply? And yet nobody 
takes care of it. That’s 
why it’s ended up like 
this. You focused so 

much on the upstream 
branch that forgot to 

look at the most 
important places.

every time you guys 
come you never look 
at the entire system 
of water. You only 
protect the main 

route. But did you 
know that a 

watershed is more 
complicated than 

that? streams come 
together to 

discharge water into 
the main river. The 
smallest streams 

are 1st order 
streams, that flow 

into 2nd order 
streams that flow 
into our main river 

(3rd order).

Turns out, there was 
a lot to do… we had 

neglected these 
small streams and 

ended up polluting it 
with trash. We also 
discovered that we 

needed to plant 
more trees around 
the area to prevent 
soils from entering 
the streams. So we 
decided to hold a 
river clean up and 

tree planting 
session with the 

local community. At 
first, it was tough…

But after we grew plants and 
cleaned the river, the river 

became clean again

Hm, in that case 
we have to start 

investigating those 
first order 
streams.



After that, we went to the 
border to speak about how we 
could work together to learn 
how we could see water more 
than just something to fight 

over

One day.. i saw someone 
by the lake

Hello 
elfrida

Huh.. 
the water 

spirit?

All the villagers can 
see her. It means you 

have started to see water 
more than just something 

to extract

You’re 
right! The 

river is a living 
organism that 
we have to take 

care of.

After coming here, I 
decided to defend against 

pollution and poor management of 
water, and will use the skills I 
learnt like watershed mapping 

and river clean ups to do 
so.

I think we are all part of one giant ecosystem, 
and need to learn how to live harmoniously with 
both humans and the environment. We should do 

our part to manage the watershed as much as 
possible, both for ourselves and the sake of 

the environment. 

this experience made me 
wonder, what are we, 

really?

Are we superior to the 
environment? Or are we 

dependent on the 
environment for life?


